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At AFDO, we believe that change is not just
about individual services - it’s about shifting
systems, culture and policy so people with
disability live full, inclusive lives.

By becoming a member of AFDO you join a
national collective of organisations and
individuals committed to influence, leadership
and action.

Together we can ensure the rights of people
with disability are heard and acted on.

We warmly invite you to consider membership
and become part of our movement for systemic
change.

If it is not
accessible
it is not

acceptable

Ross Joyce Grant Lindsay
AFDO CEO AFDO President & Chair




ABOUT AFDO & OUR MEMBERS

Since 2003, the Australian Federation of Disability Organisations (AFDO) has been
the pre-eminent national peak for people with disability, championing their rights
through our extensive member organisation network uniquely representing both

disability-specific and cross-disability communities with a reach of over 4.5 million
Australians.

We are, firstly, a Disabled People’s Organisation (DPO), led, governed, and
predominantly staffed by individuals with disability. In addition, we are a Disability
Representative Organisation (DRO) funded by the Australian government. The
majority of our member organisations are Disabled People’s Organisations or family

led, or specific disability not for profits. This ensures that our work is informed by
lived expertise and experience, truly representing our communities.

AFDO is a strong, trusted voice for the disability sector. We advocate on national
policy, inquiries, and initiatives with the Federal and State/Territory governments.
We work to build a community where people with disability can take part in all
aspects of social, economic, political, and cultural life. This means:

* real participation in community life
* building respectful, valued relationships

* social and economic participation, and Australian Federation of

* contributing as valued citizens. Disability Organisations
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ACHIEVING OUR MISSION & VISION

To achieve our mission and vision, AFDO provides policy advice and
representation to government and organisations on matters that impact on
the lives of people with disability.

AFDO also works to inform and educate the general community about
disability, and we work to develop a community where people with

disability can participate in all aspects of social, economic, political and
cultural life.

This includes genuine participation in mainstream community life, the
development of respectful and valued relationships, social and economic
participation, and the opportunity to contribute as valued citizens.
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WHY MEMBERSHIP MATTERS

Be part of Australia’s national peak for disability organisations,
amplifying collective influence.

Engage in national policy formulation, consultation and
advocacy - with direct pathways to government, parliamentary

committees and agencies.

Access resources, updates and early-insight briefings on
emerging policy, regulation and reform in the disability sector.

Network with allies, partners, and other member organisations
across states and sectors.

Shape AFDO’s strategic priorities, campaigns and governance
through member-voice and participation.

Promote your organisation’s work, build your profile and align

with national systemic change efforts.




MEMBER BENEFITS & OPPORTUNITIES

As a member of AFDO, your organisation joins a national movement working

to advance the rights of people with disability through systemic change.
Membership provides meaningful opportunities to engage, influence and
grow.

Influence National Advocacy & Policy
* Contribute to AFDO’s advocacy and policy work, helping to shape national
decisions that affect people with disability.
* Ensure your organisation’s voice is reflected in submissions, government
consultations, and national reform agendas.
Building Sector Capacity
* AFDO creates real opportunities for members by coordinating sector-wide
funding that helps organisations deliver projects, bring in specialist
expertise, and build their capacity.
Connect and Collaborate
* Exchange knowledge and resources with fellow member organisations by
attending collaborative member-only forums, workshops and networking
events.
Stay Informed
* Receive regular updates on policy, sector issues, and funding
opportunities.
* Access training, resources and development initiatives that strengthen
your organisation’s leadership and impact.
Raise Your Profile
* Be featured on the AFDO website, social media and in member
communications, contribute to public campaigns and media activity.
Access Expert Support
* Engage with AFDQO’s team for guidance on governance, advocacy and
sector-specific matters.
* Collaborate on initiatives that reflect shared goals and amplify collective
expertise.
Influence AFDO’s Direction
e Full members may nominate representatives to AFDO’s Board and working

groups, contributing to our leadership and decision-making.




FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Can | be a member of more than one peak body?

Yes, absolutely. Being a member of multiple peak bodies can strengthen your
organisation’s influence, expand your networks, and ensure your voice is
heard across different platforms and policy areas.

How long does membership last?
Membership is valid for the current financial year. Renewals are managed
annually, with reminders and renewal information sent prior to expiry.

Can | participate in AFDO’s governance as a member?

Yes. Full members have the opportunity to vote at the Annual General
Meeting and may nominate representatives for Board or advisory roles, in
line with AFDQO’s constitution and governance processes.

What are the membership levels and how much do they cost?
AFDO offers two membership types to suit different kinds of organisations:

Full Membership — $275 per year (including GST):

This level is for not-for-profit disability organisations that are led by and for
people with disability. Full Members have voting rights, can nominate
representatives for governance roles, and actively shape AFDO’s policy and
advocacy work.

Associate Membership — $99 per year (including GST)

This level is for organisations that support AFDO’s mission but may not meet
the full membership criteria. Associate Members have access to resources,
events and sector updates, and can actively shape AFDO’s policy and

advocacy work.




How long does it take to process a membership application?
Membership applications are reviewed by the AFDO Board. You will be

notified of the outcome within 21 days or less after submitting your

completed application and supporting documents.

What is the difference between Full and Associate Membership?

Full Associate
Feature
Member Member
Annual Fee $275 S99
Must be Governed by People with
L Yes No
Disability
Voting Rights Yes No
Eligibility for Board Nomination Yes No
Participate in Advocacy & Policy Work Yes Yes
Access to Member Forums and Updates Yes Yes
Inclusion on AFDO Website Yes Yes
Promotion in AFDO Social Media Yes Yes




FULL MEMBERSHIP CRITERIA

Full membership of AFDO is open to Not-for-Profit disability organisations in

Australia, that meet the following criteria:
* A Not for Profit disability organisation (your members can come from
anywhere in Australia), and your members are:
o people with disability, and/or
o organisations of people with disability, and/or
o organisations for people with disability
* Your organisation’s prime role is to advocate for the rights of people with
disability, and
* Your organisation is governed by a Board where at least 50% of Board
members are people with disability and this is stated in your organisations
Constitution or Rules, OR
* Your organisation is a national disability organisation representing the
lived experience of advocating for a family member with disability;
o Children with disabilities, or
o People with Intellectual disability, or
o Carers and family members.
* Your organisation is either an Incorporated Association or a Company
Limited by Guarantee, and
* Your organisation does not have any purposes contrary to the purposes of
AFDO.

ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP GRITERIA

Associate members are organisations that:
* are Not-for-Profit disability organisations or Community Based Groups or
Organisations; and
* their prime role is to advocate for the rights of people with disability; and

* they do not have any purposes contrary to the purposes of AFDO; and

* are not eligible to become Full members of AFDO.




CURRENT AFDO CONSTITUTION

To view the current AFDO Constitution, please visit the AFDO website.

The Constitution sets out AFDO’s purpose, membership categories,
governance arrangements, and decision-making processes. It is the key
document that guides how we operate as a national peak body.

TO APPLY:

Complete the membership application form along with supporting

documentation and email to membership@afdo.org.au

If you have any questions or require assistance with your application,
please reach out to the AFDO team.

T
Australian Federation of
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https://afdo.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/CURRENT-AFDO-CONSTITUTION-as-of-October-2020.docx
https://afdo.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/AFDO-Membership-Application-Form-2025-6-Accessible.pdf
mailto:membership@afdo.org.au
mailto:membership@afdo.org.au

Australian Federation of
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The only National voice of disability-specific,
cross disability organisations.

ACN: 105 510 898
ABN: 25 105 510 898

AFDO is a Public Benevolent Institution and a Registered Charity with the Australian Charities
and Not for Profit Commission (ACNC)
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